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Ths Lord‘ "u“*Christ said,, e'that hath se

: rather.ﬁ’

We havefa prophetic statement in'Isaieh 7:1#7‘oncerning .
‘the fact.that the Dord Jesus would be born of the seed of Devad,_‘_jin"

of the linease:of David " He was also to be of the seed of Abraham.'? |
Thus, as Daviddas a Jew was a descendant of Abraham, Isaac, and .
Jacob, we have in the Book of Matthew, in the geneologies uhich

lead up to Jesus Christ, end“ﬁe have the word "pbegat" used in regards

’ to these various generations e;czpt when it comes to the Lord Jesus

Christ where it mentions the fact that he was "born of a woman."

‘\In Isaiah 7:14, in relationship to the lineage of David, a sign

would be given to the household of David, that a virgin would conceive

Y

~, and bare a child, and that they would call his name "Immanuel."
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AR In Matthew 1:23,  you have a statement as a fulfillment of that
"Prediction. Matthe; 1:23--"A virgin should conceive and bare a child,
“ and they shail call his name 'Immanuel'", and then the verse goes
on to §£& "Which being intefpreted is 'God with us.'" The unique-
ness of the birth of the Lord Jesus Chjist i1s by virtue ‘of the fact
that the eternal God became man, and thus, deity was united with
humanity for the explicit purpose of reuniting fallen sinful man to
God. Thus, we have in Micah 5:2, "But thou, O Bethlehem of Ephrata,
though thou be little among the thousands of little cities in Judea, g
yet out'of thee shall come forth unto me who shall be ruler over.
— 1t-“ Israel, whose goings forth is from ererlasting." The Lord Jesus
Christ eternally lived in eternity bast, but through His birth He
7 became a man for a unique and definite purpose. You have in Isaiah
v 9:6 these words--"For unto us a child is born, but unto us a_sdn isjf
given." (The SON was not born; the CHILD was born.) ~And 1t goes on
to say, "And the government shall be upon his shoulders, and his
name shall be called anderful, co llor, th‘ Mighty God, the
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he Lord esue;Christ“as'God. In Matthew 28, the disciples wor-
hi‘ged,’he_LordﬁJesns Chriet as.God. In John 20:28, y5u°ne§e??35,
Thomasfsaying, "y Lord, and My God!" as he scknow]sdges the'deity
ofathe Lord Jesus Christ. The Lord never once retruxed these individ-‘

uals for worshipping Him, and yet the first commandment says,’"Thou

shall have no other gods before me, nor should you make any greven

Fa

“e#, image f any 1ikeness of anything in heaven above, or in earth:i

beneeth the heavens, or anything like that which might be in the water

under the earth. Thou shall not bow down thyself to them, neither
,,;/ ~shall you worship them." Thus, in the 0ld Testament, idolatry,for

™

idolatrous worship, or if one would worship any other person than

: i ii‘ that of Jehovah God, 1t would mean death, but the Lord Jesus received

that worship.- The Lord Jesus Christ 1is referred to as Gdd in the ;:df

Wbrd of God in fact in I Timothy 3: 16 1t says' "Great is the mystery

eof godliness : God'was manifest (or made visible) in the.fles
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- The Lord Jesus Christ was worshipped as God while he walked here on thc

Earth: The Lord Jesus Christ was given the title of God while here on
the Earth. The Lofd Jesus Christ manifested the very attributes of God
while here on the Eafth, for "all things were made by him," and he is
"upholding all things by the word of his power," (Hebrews 1:3). He

said, "All power 1is given unto me." Obviously, he is the omnipotent Oné.
He is "the same yesterday, today, and forever," (Hebrews 13:8). He is
the immutable One. He says, "E&f’I will 5e with you always, even unto
the ends of the earth.” He;i§’the omnipresent One. All power 1s given

e
ynto Him. He said, "I am the resurrection and the life. He that be-

,)7‘lieveth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live, and whosoever
liveth and believeth on me shall never die. Believest thou this?"
To put those words in the mouth of anyone less than God would make them
an imbasol. Only th€ God of the universe Eould make such a statement.
It was He who forgave gins, and the Scribes reasoned within their hearts
and saidy¢ "This man blasphemes. For God is the only one who can forgive
sins." What they were thinking was corr’ét. Fither Jesus Christ was
God, or He would have been killed under the Mosaic Law for blasphemy.
-ﬁut, He was not blaspheming, because He was God manifested in the flesh
(I Timothy 3:1). Thus, He had the right or authority to forgive the
paralytic of his sins. In the book of Colossians, we have these words-in
vers? 13, it fays_ "God has delivered us from the power of darkness
.;;3 nés tfa;;izg;a us 1nto iié‘zingdom of His dear Son. In whom we
have redemption through His blood, even the forgiveness of sins. Who
is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn (or antecedent, or.
previous) to all things, for by him were all things createdy are’
in heaven, that are in the earth, visible and invisible, whether thef
be dominions, principalities, or powers. Ali thinés were createa by

him and for his very own glory. And he is beforefall things, and by
' / . ﬂ/ o ’
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him az.ll things consist, and are held together." In Colossians 2:9,
it says, "For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the godhead bodily."

In the Book of Philippians we have these words, "Let this mind be in

you which was also in Christ Jesus, who being in the form of God
thought it not robbery to maintain that equality with God, but volun-
tarily laid aside that equality with God, and made himself of no rep-
utation, took upon himself‘bhéfform of a servant, and was made in the
likeness of man. And being fognd in fashion as a man, he humbled
himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.”

It was mentioned that the Lord Jesus was wrapped in swaddling clothes.

Those were grave clothes. Those were clothes that were used to wrap

around dead bodies. Those clothes set forth the reason for Christ
coming. '"There is one God and one Mediator between God and man, the
Man Christ Jesus." A mediator must be equal with both parties to rep-
represent both. Jesus Christ could represent God to man because He
was Goa{/ He could represent man to God because He became man through

the virgin birth, and as the unique medf@tor, the unique person of

the universe, He now could accomplish the feat for which He came,

and that was to die on a cross for your sins and mine. Why all of

the raucus? Why should all of our attention by zerodd in on the

birth of Christ? It is because of why He came. Man, because he 1is

a sinner, needs a Saviour. Because of our depravity, because of our
unlikeness of God, because of our sin, because we were born dead 1n
trespasses and sins, we have nothing by nature with which to work to
gain the approval or approbation of God. THus, the bridge that neede
to be gulfed or crossed over, because of God's righteousnesg,aaﬂ;our
sin, man could not bridge with his works or religious efforts. Thus,
God had to move from heaven and come to man and design a bridge and

A
provide a way through which all men co be reconciled to God. p
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Becawe of His death,

ds of't e rightgpus lawcourt of heaven.

aY{has‘now‘Openéd for sinful man to be reconcilel to God through

‘aithwin,Jesus Christ.‘ We anve in John 20:31, "Trese things are

bwritten that you might believe that Jesus is the christ, the Son of

r1m

the living God and that by believing you in hin you might have 1ife
f%hrough his name. " Life in Christ, the Christ who is the Creator, the

fo

’originator of life, ‘came to earth to provide fcr dead men eternal lifel

Though God was in Christ reconciling the world unto Himself so that

He is no longer imputing man's sins against him, and though potentially
all can go to heaven and be with Him eternally: because of that

7“ provision made by Christ, God never overrides the individual's will.

'*For‘you see, God is perpetually offering Himself in this day of sal-

t(rﬁ‘l'}ifﬁ'to dead men.  You see, men (people on this earth)
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faité; that not of-yourselves, It is the gift of God, not of'works,
lest any man should boast." The purpose of Christ coming to this
unique Earth and living such a unique life, and dying in such-a
unique way, and as the unique God-man, bearing upon Himself all our
sins, I now can be brought back'into a very unique relationship with

God if I but respond to His"1love gift or . offer, and receive the

e

benefits that wer provided fo:,ﬁé through his death and resurrection.
Thus, we are -told in Acts 4%:12 that "Neither 1is there salvation in

_¥=.any other, for there is none other name given under heaven among men

whereby we msut be saved." Jesus said, "I came to seek and to save
that which was lost." "God so loved the world that he gave his only
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but
have everlasting life. For God sent not His Son into the world to
condemn/;hé world, buf-that the world through him might be saved. He
that beiieveth on Him (Chrisﬁ) is not cgndemned, but he that believeth

not is condemned already..." (WHY?) "..?Because they have not believed

~in the name of the only begotten Son of God"(the one who came, who

was virgin born, who lived a perfect life, who kept the law, who died
in our stead, Qho arose again to provide for us 1life.) That's the
Gospell hBehold, Today is the day of salvation. Now is the hour, now
is the accepted time." Jesus was bofn at the appointed time, in the
fulness of time, at the exact moment, Jesus was born of a virgin. At
the appointed time.(for he repeatedly said, "My hour has not yet come"),
he died for you and me. There was a point in time when you were bor
physically. There was a point in time when you were marrigd«’/bid ;’
you realize that there is a point in time when you become a child

of God? We're not children of God by nature. ;t requires a miracle

of regeneration. It requires a new lﬁ!e from Géd. It requires a nﬁy
! : V/
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spiritﬁél birth. "It is with the heart that man belleveth unto right-
eousness." Becomiﬁg a child of God is a response from the individual"
to the Lord Jesus Christ who came personally to Earth to provide for
‘him what he could not provide for himself. All the world--Mars, Venus,
and the moon, and the sun--would not be enough to redeem your lost,
damned saul. He had to personally come and die for you, so that you
could become the recipient of a pew, divine, holy, perfect life which
is compatible to God. If I am-éoing to go to heaven, I must have a

~ 1life that 1is égsolutely as perfect as His life, or I'm not going!

"I don't have that by nature. I didn't get that from my first birth.
I don't have a heart that bends towards God by nature. We have seven
kids that are a chip off the old block, and I didn't have to send
them to night school to teach them how to lie, cheat, and steal.
Boy, that came as standard equipment. My children had to repond to
the Gosped of Christ,because they are not going to heaven because
their dad. is a preacher. They are going?ﬁo heaven because they have
personally acknowledged the truth of the Word of God and the Gospel
message found in this Book which we call the Bible, which says if
you believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, you can be savedl Have you ever
respondea to that gift of life in Christ as you will respond this '
Christmas season to a gift that you ﬁusband may give you, your wife
may give you, your children may give you, or your parents may give

-vyou? That gift is personally received. God's 1life 1s personally
offered to you, but you must personally receive it. Unless you per-
sonally respond to this gift of life, you are lost! It has ringtﬁg /
whatsoever to do with joining a church, getting baptized, catechized,
or confirmed, or slowly working your way to heaven by polishing
stain-glass windows! No one has ever woifed theiriway to heaven!

0/'
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”':the g’eatest gift of all, you may very well turn down because yo
i_don't believe that God means what He says when it is recorded in

His Wbrd that though "The wages of ein is death,»THE GIFT. OFHGOD 1S

ETERNAL LIFE THROUGH JESUS.CHHTST OUR LORD."t I didn't write that

'God has made it S0 simple that,nearly everyone is missing it, because"t'

people think in terms of being good to buy God off and to gain His

-approval, and to put Him in debt to them. If a person says, '"Well,

I'm so good that I think God owes me heaven," that means that he.
thinks God is indebted to him because of what he has done. If that's
true, then why did Christ come? The whole thing is a joke. Meybe

He came so you could;have a blast and get drunk during the yuletide

. season, and buy tinsel-and lights, and miss the whole point! Is"

that why He came? NO-- He came to die for you to give you life. I
emphasize that because with all the gifi%vyou may'receive in the

next week, and with all the gifts you may have received at Christmases

‘gone by,'if you have never personally responded to Jesus Christ and

accepted this living Saviour,(who is no longer dead, but is alive), as
your personal Saviqur, should you slip out into eternity apart from

Him, you will be eternally lost. That means that you will be separated

from Jesus Christ forever and ever in a_place where God is not. Jesus

Christ says, "I am the light." Jesus Christ says, "I am love." And
Jesus Christ is righteous and just. That means that hell is a plac:”

where there 1s no love, no light, outer darkness, weeping, ggshiﬁg of

teeth, no righteousness. Everything will be in full bloom that is the
opposite of the very attributes and character of Jesus Christ. God came

to Earth to provide for you eternal 11f!¥ Now 1f}you respond to that}r

That's the issnea. T.atla haw nur haadae 1n nrnﬁh
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"While your heads are bowed, I Would like to have you
consider just for the next few seconds that great gift.
Becoming a Christian is an individual, private response
from you heart to the truth of God's Word concerning the
person of Christ, who was uniquely bor- so that He

might uniquely die, not for Himself, but for you. Have
you ever responded to that great love gift? Have you
ever saild, "Thank you for dying for me to provide for
me eternal 1ife"? "I'm going to stake my eternal destination
on the work of Christ upon the cross and the fact that He
has promised me eternal life. '"He that hath the Son has
life. ‘He that has not the Son shall not see life, but
the wrath of God abideth on him. These things have I

written unto that believe on the name of the Son of God

‘that you may know that you have eternal life." The Trinity

- will become a living inner reality to you. God will live

in you if you will respond to Jesus Christ, who was God
manifest in the flesh. I could think of nothing greater
than for an individual here tonight to respond to that
gift of 1life and become a new creation in Christ. The
decision is yours. This is how one becomes a child of God.
WHAT THINK’ YE OF CHRIST? For what you think of Him deter-

mines where you will spend eternity.

5. %
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arents go to extraordinary lengths
sometimes to preserve their chil-
dren’s belief in Santa Claus. One
family I know douses the blaze in their fire-
place on Christmas Eve so the jolly old elf
won’t burn his boots. Another parent
sneaks up to his attic at six o’clock on
Christmas morning and stomps around jin-
gling a string of sleighbells and bellowing
‘*Ho-Ho-Ho!"" *‘It wakes the kids and they
go rushing downstairs hoping to catch San-
ta at work,”’ this man chuckles, *‘but Santa
is always too fast for them."’
Many adults see the loss of belief in San-

ta Claus as the beginning of the end of

childhood. **You're so lucky your children £

are still at that wonderful, innocent age

when they believe,”” said a neighbor re- §

cently. **“Now that our kids have outgrown

Santa, Christmas isn’t half so much fun. ;
Not like it's going to be at your place.”
Her eyes brightened at the thought. -

didn’t have the heart to tell her that while [ §
expect Christmas will be fun at our house, €

my kids won’t be anxious about whether or
not Santa Claus made it. They also won't
be asking how St. Niek managed to get two
bicycles with training wheels down our nar-
row chimney.

My children—aged five and seven—do
not believe in Santa Claus. They never did.
I have explained that Santa is a *‘story-per-
son,”" like Snow White and Superman.
They seem perfectly comfortable with this
knowledge. In fact, they’ve decided they
can get along just fine without the scrutiny
of an omniscient scorekeeper ‘‘who knows
when you've been bad or good . . .”" They
look forward to finding their stockings full
of presents on Christmas morning, but they
know it's Mom and Dad who fill them. This
in no way seems to diminish their delight in
the goodies and toys.

People who learn of my truth-in-Christ-
mas policy are often horrified. **Your kids
don’t believe in Santa?’” they cry. ‘‘But
that's mean! You're robbing them of the
magic moments of childhood!"

Well, that hasn't been my experience. [
never believed in Santa myself. **It’s a nice
story,”" my mother used to say. ‘‘But [
can't understand why some parents insist
on pretending it’s true. Personally, I don’t
think that lying to children is something
grownups ought to do.™

If my mother's honesty cost me magic
moments, I'm not aware of it. Christmas at
our house was a warm family affair that
seemed satisfying in every way. | do re-
member that my friends who did believe in
Santa Claus were not always as happy
about him as their parents thought. Some
anticipated Christmas with something very

like dread. Judy, a friend who lived next
door, was in a state of high anxiety one De-
cember. **Do you think Santa knows what [
want?'' she asked me over and over. What
Judy wanted was a real pony. Since we
both lived in small houses with no garages
or stables, I didn't think Judy was going to

.get one. But my parents had told me not to

interfere with other children’s beliefs about
Santa Claus, so I kept my mouth shut.

On Christmas ‘‘Santa’’ left Judy an enor-
mous stuffed toy horse. *‘I guess he didn't
understand,’’ she said. ‘‘Or maybe he
thought I wasn't good enough.”’ She began
to cry. *‘[ bet that's it,”’ she sobbed. *'I
know [ wasn’t good all the time . . . But [
tried!” .

Six years old, and this kid was spending
Christmas morning in an agony of guilt and
remorse. If that’s one of the magic mo-
ments I missed, it's OK with me.

Then there were the crises that arose as
my friends, one by one, learned the truth
about Santa Claus. Susie took it particular-
ly hard. It wasn’t the loss of the wonderful
man with the flying reindeer that upset her;
it was the realization that her parents had
been stringing her along for years. Susie
then began wondering what else her family
had been lying about. It took her a long
time to accept that they were not habitual
liars.

I know that learning the truth about San-
ta Claus isn't always traumatic, but that
hardly justifies setting kids up to be disillu-
sioned. What children need most is adults
who will help them make sense out of the
real world—a world in which reindeer do

not fly and good things are not handed out
by a portly old kid-watcher in a red-velvet
suit. Reindeer keep their feet on the
ground, and good things generally come as
a result of some kind of positive human ef-
fort. I want my children to understand
this—and that's why December at our
house is a time for wall-to-wall projects. In
the kitchen we're cutting out gingerbread
houses to give to friends. In my bedroom
we're laying out a scrapbook of snapshots
of the year’s events for grandparents who
live far away. In the dining room we're
stenciling Christmas cards, and in the base-
ment we’'re making ornaments for our tree.
My children are bubbling over with delight:
**Grandma’s going to love this!’’ they ex-
claim, and **Wait till Marc and Nicole and
Alexandra see what we're putting on their
cookie houses this year!"'

Despite his fabled association with St.
Nicholas, Santa Claus stands most in the
way of children’s appreciation of the reli-
gious side of Christmas. I have friends who
complain bitterly about how hard it is to fo-
cus their youngsters’ attention on the true
meaning of the Christian holy day. *‘All
they can think about is Santa and what he
will bring them,' they say. But what do
they expect? In the mind of a five- or six-
year-old, what can compete with a man
with a flying sled and a bottomless bag of
toys? An infant in a manger, born nearly
two thousand years ago, barely has a
chance. Many children do of course man-
age to grow up loving both Santa Claus and
Jesus Christ—but pity the logical-minded
tot who tries to find a connection between
the two. One preschooler explained the sig-
nificance of Christmas to me this way:
**Christmas is Jesus' birthday. Jesus is
dead. So Santa Claus brings me all his pre-
sents instead!™’ ’

I’m all for magic moments, for children
and adults alike. But I think it's a magic
moment when we plug in the tree lights and
they actually work. I think it's a magic mo-
ment when Grandma and Grandpa arrive to
share the holiday with us. And again when
the neighborhood carolers save O Holy
Night for our house because they know it’s
a particular favorite here.

When my kids come tumbling down the
stairs on Christmas morning to find those
two bicycles under the tree, | want them to
know and understand that they have par-
ents who love them enough to try to make
their wishes come true—parents who can
be trusted always to give them the straight
scoop. So no, Virginia, there isn’t a Santa
Claus. But there are many real people who
love you—not just at Christmas but every
day, hour and minute of the year! \ND

YR S

wiss,

ISR P errs £

R

YA AT A W i - TR

C s b S (B e S B o e @

N e R

A LAERED

RN TFOYAE ST ~0 T S R S

".* A
- A
" ST



