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®Thus he became God mamfested in the flesh and as the onuique person of the univeerse he came
to die km in ymu*“s‘teardjarr& ine; ~After he-died the third ‘day he arose agam,"?or the Gospel is
that Christ died for our sinsand was’ buried according to the’ st¥itptures and he arose agam from
the dead victorious ly asH accoriding to the scripturesajangdasd Tiving ressurected savior he now
now has procured on on the othergide of dead hell and the grave ahve, a quality of righteous eternal

and everlasting lifowhich. he now in turn seeks to- give €5 eve: who swill simply believe that he
came prbi\nde a]l thl.s Eor-aﬂ-men%y eve‘fﬁ\red and. everywillk-live upon the face of this earth.
[@y come, Davt&-Saz&-ﬁte-hyr&-te-rmh_e_p__erd
acknowledge Jesus Ch¥ist H@wenot-enty-as T SHP s
very pobsible,.as it was wr&rme‘“formaampl&;,whok-a%-a—meiﬁm—i“ church, and at Christmas
time acknowlecge the fact .that Jesus was born of a irgin ; naand laid in a manger. Its very possible

as it was with me at eastertime, to go to church nad to sing about the ressurectmr?'bf Jesus Christ
And yet its angther thing to have personally recieved this living Savior.whe-is.alive and no longer
hanonging on a cross as ones onown personal savior so that all that he is has becomea a living

inner intatditae reality. n&mﬁm =6f-the one- whohas‘“placed w his faith

in this Christ whohad them personlaﬂy in mind who died For them personally and- arose-again to give
them his personattife. And 1 the differerica between heaven and Hell is the differdnce between making
this “Chfi‘éf‘p‘ersmﬂy»youxsmmé the kgy.. YOu would probably find it very difficult

to find some one on the face of this earth who ‘has not heard about Jesus Christ. And yet the 1Lord
Jesus Said " broad is thewya’%o He]l or destructlon, and many there are that are on that road,

narrow is the way t0 righteousness, and few there are that find it ;-and are on the marrow road

which leads to heaver, which means if I fdrive through the city of V1rg1rua Dultith or Minneapolis,

I can on the authority of the Lord Jesus Christ say " the bulk of this city is going to Hell", religious
or otherw1$e, because though tHey may have heard about Christ in most cases they'h falled to
personally appropriate the provisiton and to be vorn. again ,-born from above na-d-and then become

thé peréonal recipishts-of-eterndl’ Iﬁmmﬁrg(tf‘fhmughm this is the difference
between ytrue biblical Chrsistianity and religio n .- And I make this distinction because Christianity

is a relationsip with a person the Lord is ‘my Shepherd. Religion in contrast, of Fh¥¥ personal relatior
with Christ requires the-ifidividual t¢ join something to deny themselves’ somethmc sto become
integrated in tsomething to do something of a religious nature. Tuhus rehgmnment—rast, encourages
an individual to work their way slowly to heaven through rituals, holy days, whatever it might be,
hoping someday they may qualify to go to heaven isf they meet all the standards, the rules the oblig
s simply keep the ten commandments, the golden rule be sinscere, hoping someday God might weight
his good against his bad, and if he acan atone for his own sins rthrough his own religoius works e if
he hhas said enough prayers, if he has donated enough money , if he has opolisthed enough stain

glass mndowns maybe, God will weight his good against his bad and altimated he may , nothing
garanteedi'riake it. That's religion always hoping never knowing always wondering but never knowing
dyond a shadow of a doubt that if I would die today , where I would spend eternity. Now to coml lete
the cycle, as we skip what's in between verse six of Psalms twenty thre e says this, and is consistent
with verse one for if I can say the Lord is my Shpherd, thenI caln logically quote verse six with David
as well, without even being presumptiouous. Suerely Goodness and mercy shall follow sme all the days
of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever. Do you mean to tell me that when David
siad the Lord is my Shpherd that that was synonymous with knowing where youre going to spend eternit
that 's exackly right that's exackly right now, if the Christisan life comemses with trecieving this
Lord Jesus Christ as ones own personal Savior, so that I can sya the Lord is my shepherd,. if the
culminiation of that life ix then is to be with the wLo4d forever we have in the middle the Lords shept
ship how he takes care of his own between the time one is saved or born against or becomes a
Christian , or Christ-one, sorxgmesxbox and goes to be with the Lord.

"

a
e [/ i / S ) /
i Lot
/ﬁ \/ﬂ,’( g /;b,/‘ - ZL: ;j
~ - - :

)\r v i\,/}



In thinking of what might be saidat this time I couldn't help Byt think about the songs Leroy ‘heard

on tape it was a messafe [ head given somet'x{ne abéut a year or, two ago. They were listening to it

on tape . and I thought that maybe today [ could m){ke a fe comments in co junction wibh the 23rd
Psalm. Ihope it mighnt bring some comf andhelp to“some, to the family and to friends as well

as presenting the , an invitation to consider herd that David spdte of. Jesus Christ is your
Shepherd.. The 23rd Psalm is a small Psalm a short sgx idisting-of-sixverses,” It -
completes the ¢ycle or ciricle not only does it complete the cycle or circle kmtx and the sheeps
routine as he wouldfallow a shpeherd. It also illyustrates a cycle or ¢ircle of an individuals life

who has accepted Christ, as their very own Savior . I assume that you are somewhat familiar with
the Psalm, It weven starts owsx out by saying , "The lord-te- My SHEferd +~-Now Dav1d who
-offared this Particular-poem..., Was a-shpherd—Ha-was—theSom o a-shephexd, -who & Tmme-was Jesse.
and he was the first king that weex became a shepherd king. In fact, while talking he th t he'd

be a good king mmﬁwm -«A4»Daudm;ev10wed*h1\s“fespmsﬂﬁ%tms as a shepherd;y
as he became very FamINiarwith-sheept; he likened himsolf t5 oneof —the chpeed that he himself
shepheered. and likened his gaicdetan position as a shpherd to the Lord Jesus Christ, and thus wer ./
have a beautiful analogy of a shpherd hkemmsbanbooshpeedk - sheep relationghip.- Todex As he Fevidwed }\x\c
srespons1b111ty as a shéphéred with particualir sheeprthat-he-had Eharge over he vconsidered it a , U}
privivliege £6 curwidem-place hirteslf at.the dispInsal of thefl/.orév}esus—ehx_&st Now first of all® by \éf
we should looﬂ atd the shpherd £k his quahflcatmns as well at his sheep and their actual
tenedencies that cause us to see theyre need of a shepherd. First of all we'sll wlook at the sheep
Sheep are not very csmart. Sheep do not have good vision. Sheep fby nature are rebels, sheep have

no way of defending themselves, Sheep norrmally and naturally would rather follow sheep than
follow a shepherd sheep have a tenddency to believe that it's always greener on the other side of

the fence, Shempwevemxxdesixmxdbockex Sheep ever desire to want to be on the other side of the fence
and sheep desire to want to be theyre own shepherd, they'd prefer by nature that independence rtather
than being dependent upon antother . Now by nature mawx as sinful creatures we are very independent
in fact one could define sin as total independence . For you see whatnGod made man originally he made
rman in his own image for the purose of reflecting the very glory of god which would be reflecting

the fvery image of God . but man wants to be tolally dependent upon his maker the Lord Jesus Christ,
The-actaf sin in taking the-fruit whiehresultied ifi fan beingputlindertrcurse the curse of death
was nothing more than asn attitude of saying in £ effect tI don't want God to tell me what tot do

I'm going to make my own plans do my own thmg make my own choices_ irrregardless of kthe
consecuesnses, He becarae.comple; i, Mg As the result of kAdam's.sinin, the garden

one of the offgpuingsmﬁ that moments has produced generatxons agter generation os o\f\}ndpenedent
creatu 3% sinful creatures -thus by nature again man does not want to'b& depenedentupon

God , oranyone else, “He wmats to Hoatally independent. .. Thetust-imraveatth-in-momye

money, is to fulfill the objective to .be totally mdepre dent from anyone or anythmga.q.d the wealthier
an individual is the moré indepentdetn dhe.becomes. and when you talk with-an wealthy individaul you
may-sya to.that individuathave you never felt you# mneed-of-Jesus Christ, And the typical reaction
1s no, non non rnon no no no I have noneed. The Lord Jesus put it this way its more difficult ;ﬁ% R
wealthy man to enter the kingdom of God than it is for a camel to go through ‘an eye of a needle
What did that wealth do? It made him increasing ly indepdent, - Now David-said the Lord
is my Shepherd ,ahd the 23xd Psalms cannot begin until first of all the Lord. Jeéus Christ be omes

that individuals shepherd du . In the first place where an indiependent sinner bnust become

dependent upon God'sprovision is in conjunction with the Gospel of Grace the Gospel

of Jesus Christ, that's the Gospel The Gospel is the good newss, the goodstory, concerning

Gods mllmgness BoxxER> wirgxyooowbickxx km to die for man for the purpose of

salvaing or saving you from a cond1t1on which would result in eternal ruin for a trying nation. Ke
Man ius born under the curse of death and it is appointed unto man once to die after death comes

the judgement the wages of sin is death the soul that sinneth it shall die, and death is that curse
which has been placecd upon every menmber of the human race, with out partialyity thus it makes

no difference wherther a paerson is moral immaoral religioius or 1rre11g10§s\vvea1thy 0r poor

there's a point in t me when an individual will have an appointment with & death whichis an appointmne
that he cannot postpoine now David said the Lord is my shpherd I shall not want , what are the
essential s of the shpherd who ois this Lofrd
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