DOCTRINE OF THE OLD SIN NATURE

Pastor L. A. Radtke

Every human being, at birnth, receives a natural sinful nature.
This nature, according to I Corinthians 2:14, is called natural,
and receives not the things of God. They are foolishness unto
him; neither can he know them, because he is spiritually dis-
cerned. Through the new birth, one receives a new divine nature,
which in turn gives him the ability to understand the Word and
obey it.

In that the believer stilll retains his first nature, it is then
referred to as "an old sin nature', which is the source of all of
the believer's problems.

TITLES FOR THE OLD SIN NATURE
Natural Man I Cor. 2:14 The Heart Jer. 17:9

Carnal Man I Cor. 3:1-3 The Flesh Rom. 7:18
The 014 Man Eph. 4:22 The Soulish Man

This sin nature has been broken down into temperament, character,
and personality.

Temperament is the combination of inborn traits that subconsciocusly
affect man's behaviour. ‘

Character is what you think, which is the result of training, education,
and beliefs.

Personality is the face that we show to others.

FOUR BASIC TEMPERAMENTS

More than 400 years before Chrsit, the Greek physician and philoso-
pher, Hippocrates, propounded the theory that there are basically
four types of temperaments:

THE SANGUINE: Warm; Compassionate; Buoyant; Friendly; Lively:

e Never at a loss for words: Enjoys people; Sings
his way through life; Has an optimistic disposition:
Forgets past, lives in the present; If he failed
vesterday, has new plans for today; Because of his
lovable disposition, people have a way of excusing
his weaknesses by saying, "That's just the way he is."

Impractical; Disorganized:; Runs off half-cocked in

the wrong direction; Usually not a good student; Does
not like to study; Undisciplined; Weak-willed:; Starts
things, but does not finish them; If asked to do some-
thing, he says "yes" whether he has time or not; Not
dependable; Not loyal; Will forget you as quickly as
he loved you; He is occupied with self; Discouraged
easily; Fly off the handle: Never gets ulcers--gives
them to others:Great problems with lust and temptation
Tendency to think more of immediate temptation than of
wife and children at home.
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THE PHLEGMATIC:

STRONG POINTS: The phlegmatic is witty, dependable, he is practical
and efficient. He keeps from being intensely involved
in life. | He has a'"sefice of humor, in fact others
enjoy his dry sence of humor. His natural qualities
enable him to be a good counselcocr. The phlegmatic
person is cdependable, and also good natured, and a
faithful |friend. He is also practical, since he is
not emotijonally stimulated to make decisions, he

can work well under pressure. Because he is efficient
and neaty though not a perfectionist like meloncholy, his neat desk
is an annoyance to others more active. '

WEAKNESSES: The phlegmatic tends to be slow and lazy, he can be
a tease, he can be stubborn and indecisive. He ap-
pears to be dragging his feet. His lack of motion
tends tc make him a spectator. The activity of a
Sanguine and Choleric often annoy him, because he
is afraid| they may motivate him to work! Because
of a keen|sence of humor, it is easy for him to
tease others. He could throw water on Choleric's
plans. He is stubborn to changes of any kind, he
does not want to get involved. He does not want

to get involved. He can often disquise his stub-
borness through his easy going gocd humor. This
stubborness has a tendency to kame him stingy and
selfish. His first thought is what is it going to
cost me. He is more selfish than the others.

The phlegmatic becomes m?re indecisive through the years because

of his unwillingness to get involved. He usually can find a

better method for doing something, but by the time he comes up with
it, it was necessary to have made a decision to get things rolling.
Therefore, if he does decide at a latter date to help, it is half
hearted because he feels his plan was better. In making a decision
and coming to a pratical method of achiving it, he will weigh the
method against whether or not he wants to get involved thus he

will vacillate between wanting to do something and not wanting to
pay the price. This becomes a deep rooted habit. Which can only
be overcome by salwvation and the ga&y_SgiEig;-

There is a danger in presenting these four types of temperaments:;
some will be tempted to analyze their friends and thirk of them

in the framework of, "What type is he?" This is a demoralizing and
precarious practice. Ourn study of temperaments should be for self-
analysis only, except to make us more understanding of the natural
weaknesses or shortcomings of others.

(The four basic temperaments were condensed from a book by Tim LaHaye
entitled "Spirit-Controlled Temperament')



