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OOC,!'RINE OF SEPARATION

There are obviousdistinctions set€orth in the word of Godthat are in no way,
shape, or form compatable. There is no wayin which they can become partners
together, or have joint participation. J(1Cor 6:14-18illustrates this principle
very welt This portion of scripture speaks of two separate spheres. One sphere
is in Christ, the other sphere is outsid~~of Christ.

BEUE"ER UNBELIEVER
(Onein Christ) (Onein the World)

II Cor 6:14 Righteous - II Cor 5:21 Unrighteous - Romans3:10
Light - Eph 5:8 Darkness - Jchn..3.:19,20

II Cor 6:15 Christ - II Cor 5:17 Belial - John8:44
Believer - I [ehn 5:12a Unbeliever - I John5:12b

II Cor 6:16 Temple of God- I Cor 6:1'9,20 Idol - II Cor 6:15
Alive - l~ph. 2:1a Dead - Eph 2':1b

The believer is exhorted to live in tJe light of these distinctions and in keeping with
that sphere to whichhe nowbelongs. ~us he is told in II Cor 6:17to come out from almong
them and be ye sepa ate saith the Lordi,and touch not the unclean thing. He is refer ed
to as a pilgrim and stranger passing thrtUgh a fOreign land. Becausehe no longer is of:
the world, [asus promised His followers they wouldbe hated of the world. John 15:18,21
In the measure the believer is faithful,!: the Lord he will suffer persecution. I Cor 3:-12
The believer is exhorted to love what GOt loves and hate what Godhates. Psalms 97:10
"Ye that love the Lord, hate evil." Tru love "abhores that whichis evil, and cleaves
to that whichis good." Romans '12:9. .uper£iciallove tolerates sin, doctrinal error,
and becomes involved in unscriptural p1C"ticeso

Love rejoices in truth and does not supp· evil. I Cor 13:16

!DYe holds fast ~ sound doctrine. II TO 1:13

Loveis discerning. Phil1:9

Love reporvQS and exposes enor. :11
I

Bph.
The Lord Jesus reporved the monl~ychangers, and the religious clergy because of His
love for the truth.

Paul in love reporved carnal believers, legalism, and Judiasm, in His letters to the
churches.

Tohnthe Baptist lost his head fO%' exposiJg the sin of Herod.
I

r;he reformers, because of their love for the truth, and justification by faith, opposed Rar.--
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DOCTRINE OF SEPERATION
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In our study of Separation we have: another key verse, it is Psalm 97:10.

Love is the key to Sep4~ration. for in the measure r love truth, Ihate error.
In the measure I love righteousness, I will hate unrigheourness. In the measu.ra I
love the Gospel of Grace, I will hate any perversion of the Gospel as did Paul. (Gall)

A few illustrations of love for the truth:

I Moses opposed
John the Baptist II

Jesus Christ II

Paul II

Luther /I

John Wesley II

Pharaoh
Herrod
Money Changers
Judism
Rome
Church of England

LoVEIis Vain and meaningless· without obedience to truth.
Tohn14:15,21,23 Jesu:; said i£ you love me, keep my commandments.

I Cor 13:16 Love rejoices in truth, does not sympathize with evil.

Eph. 4:15 Love speaks the trut~. Many believers on the plea of maintaining
love and unity will wit~ hold truth which needs to be spoken, because

. they are ."lfraid of diw'I'sian. Love shoots straight from the shoulder.

II Timothy 1:13 Love maintains doctrinal position. (Neo-Orthodoxy- FaIsa friend s
is mc)re dangerou then open enemys. )

Phil. 1:9 Lova is a by product of owing the word. Discernment is the result of
doctrine.

Lev. 21:18 There are many flat nlsed preachers.

Titus 1:13 Love rebukes believers:

Nathan
Paul
Lord

II

David
Peter (Gal. 2:11, and.Il Pater 3:15)
Us (Prov. 3:12)

rebuked

II

Titus 3:10, Romans 16:17 Love ebukes unbelievers.

\.
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BEUEVERS GUIDEUNE TO SEPARATION
CONCERNING QUESTIONABLE g. UNQUESTIONABLE THIl'!GS

Separation 'Nhere Thers is No Question

The believer is to sepa i ace from the unbeliever. II Cor. 6:14 "Be not unequally
yoked together with unbelievers". The ox and ass were not to be yoked togE~ther.
Deut , 22:10 - The plow must be drawn by a compatible yoke. In close association:

a. iVbrriagc - domestic ends
b. Business - Commercial
c. Fxicndship ,- social life
d. Spiritual - to glorify Christ

Believers are told to separate from the fast cr-owd,

ALL should be saved
or believers

I Peter 4:3, 4

Believers are told tosepara ta from those who do not hold true doctrine. Rom. 16:17

Be1ie.,e~:"~-are told to sep.-:rate ELm. balievc-rs who ref...lS-'l- to obey doctrine.
I Thess. 3:14, 15

Believers a....'""e t.:)ld to separate frGr.'l carnal ~eve-rs. I Cor. 5:10, II
"

S . C . 0.r-. ~ '1 ThiereratlC7'l oncermng x:=es1..~0'n6~

a. Does the thou~t, de-ad, or abt in question ensbv"e!'C't"2: I C~. 6-!12
b. Does the thought, deed, or 2.lctbuild me up spiz-itrua.lly? I Coz', 1.0:23.
c. Does the rna tter in question cause others to st- ..tmble~ I Cor. 3 :.1.2) 13
d. Does the matter -inquestion glorify God? I Cor. 10:31
e. iire the th..'lgs in quaseion doubtful? Rom. 1:23
f , Am I able to abstain from all appearance of evil?' I The-ss; 5:22

.~beseech you the:refo=, brrlhL by the rnerrcie s of God, that ye pr-asenn.
your bodies a living sacrifice, holy acceptable unto God, which is youz
reasonable se-rvice. And be not conformed to this woxld; but be ye trnnsformed
by the renewing of your mind., that ye may prove W'hat is that good, and
aceeptable , and perfect will of God. {Romans;12:1, 2)

-I
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DOCTRINE OF SEPARATION

Believers Attitude Toward thz World

Romans 12:2
Gal. 6:14

Eph. 5:11

Phil. 2:15
II Tim. 2:4
Titus 2:12
James 1:27
James 4:4
I Pecar 2:11
I In. 2:15-17

- Be not conformed to this world
- God forbid that r sb6».tJ.:l glory, save in the cross of Christ.-..

The world is czucif iad unto me and Iunto the world.
- Have no fellowship with unfruitful works of darkness, but

rather reprove them.
- Shine as lights in the world
- Not to be entangled with the world
- We are to deny ungodliness and worldly lusts
- Keep one self unspotted from the world
- Friendship with the world means we are enemies with God.
- Abstain f::om fileshly lusts which war against the soul.
- Love not the wor-ld neither the things of the world.

Worlds Attitude Toward the Believer

John 15:19
I Cor. 4:9, 13
I Peter 4:4

I John 3:1

- Because I have chosen you out of the world, the world hates you.
- We are made a spectacle and as the filth of the world.
- The world thinks it strange that you run not with them to the

same excess of :dot- Speaking evil of you.
Because we are sons of God (world knows us not -. because it
knew Him not). We are in the world but not of the world, think it
not strange if the world hate you.

Believers Resources for Victory Over the World

Titus 2:11
I John 4:4
I John 4:17
I John 5:4
I John 5:4

- The Grace of God teaches us to live Godly in this world.
- Greater is he that is in you than he that is in the world.
- Because as He is: so are ye in the world.
- He that is born of Gud overcometh the world. .
- This is the victory that overcometh the world, even our Faith.

Old Testament Verses That Deal with Separation

Gen. 3:8 - 11
Gen. 4:8
Gen. Ch. 6, 7

Gen. 11:8
Gen. 12:1-4

Gen. 13:9
Gen. 15:13-16
Exodus 8:25-28
Exodus 10 :10

·Ueut. 7:1-6 B·
Ezra 9:12

- Sin separated Adam from fellowship with God.
- Separation caused Cain to kill his own brother.
- God separated the wicked from the righteous. -The ark provided

to separate believers from unbelievers.
- Sepazatrio-i was caused by God at the first U.N. building (Babel).
- Abraham was to separate from country, kir'ldred, father, bouse,

into a land.
- Separation from Lot.
- Separation from Egypt promised.
- Second Compromise suggested by Pharoah.
- Third Compromise suggested by Phazoah,

- Marriage with unbelievers ab so],ute1y forbidden.



AN OUTLINE OF THE DOCTRINE OF SEPARATION
II Corinthians 6:14-18

Jhis is a doctrine that is prominent throughout the Bible and should
be taught today, for separation is the key to ChrisLian growth, while
grace is the key to separation.

~
Separation unto God from the world is necessary for progress In the

Christian life.
Since man rebelled in the garden and fell under the curse of sin,

there was a great separation between man and~od.
When a person responds to God's provision of salvation and is recon-

ciled to God and made a new creature in Christ, a great separation takes
place. His citizenship is immediately transferred to heaven, and the
world is no longer his home. God declares that there are two classes
of people on the earth.

Unbeliever
Dead
Unregenerate
Child of Darkness
Lost
Condemned
Child of the Devil

OR Believer (John 3: 36)
Alive (Ephesians 2:1)
Regenerate (Titus 3:5)
Child of Light (Eph.5:8;I ?:
Saved (I Cor. 1:18)
Justified (Romans 4:5)
Child of God (John 8:44; Cc:

3:26)

The character of this world: It is -godless, and it-lies in wickednes~
(I John 5:19).

\



PR.INCIPLES ON ECCLESIASTICAL S~PARJ\TlOiI
~~·".:}J:l:·:l~:l/.JCl ~·!·:...::l ·.'(jL·t~·i~-~;..J...~ i- ~·r·~}~·

Introduction: Acts 2U:2R-.;:

I. T h L' :.:c C' d for S c p :1 r :1till II :

Ac t s 20: 28 -:)2 iI. ) T ir:() t 11 Y -l ; j .,

B. ? C0 I' i nth i:1 n s 1 I : 1 ~ - 1 5 " I' c t c r 2: 1 - :~,

c. Ti no t h y l:J-::; r. .rude 2 -l~)

A. Romans 16:17,lK
1. ":·1,1 I'~,. ( sk 0 r C'0 ) - t 0 ii x 0 l~~~'.; C:)' l: S uP 0 J1

"Av o id " (c~kJ in o ) - turn al.ay, keep .i l o o f t'l:'::
(SI·P\IJ· ..·I(,·)_ ~ .- v; \ i ; }_\

? Those to be s c p a r a t c d f r orn : "'~'hC'El \·:hich c a u s c d i v i s i o n a n ;l
offenses c cu t r n r v to the 1;()CTRI~~;: wh ic h y c . h a v e learned."
-\uticc, the i s s uc o :' s c p a r a ti o n r c v o l v c s ,i',jtlnd 'nOel!!.l:;l.

3. :,!uti':::tioll lor I a l s o t c a c h in g : "r h cv t h a t :II"C' 5111.'11 s c rv c ...
t h C' j r (I ..n be ! 1 :' . "

4. ~!e:ms of f:11 s c teach i11\;: "by gcotl wo rIs nnu fa i r spcec!·,e~."
"'e')iCf\i;. _H t u L. 'r 'I. . 'p -o» J I: l.t~ r, , f'j ti.

~ RC' s u 1 t s a 1.- L-:I 1 '.' e J . ( 1) " i r .. J -1 f 1- . ,) . _ _ t C:1 C II 11g :, c a use ( 1V 1 S i o n s ;11li. l) C!1:=; C";: ,

C 2) I\!c c c ivet !1 e 11e n r t ~ 0 f the :3 i F!n 1c . " .--. ·ft(·.~.~·_·.' -- C:r:~u~!J;.~~C..{i..•~~
• • \,,1

6. \';hat is Cocl ' s a n s w c r to do c t r in n I errol': ":'L\JZI': " and ".:\\'nrl;"

7. l\'h~t is the rC:ISOI1 CUi' s c p n r a t i o n " Prutcctlon or (1) the un i r;
of the church, a:(d (2) t h e i n n o c e n t ot' thl' c hu r c h •

n. Z Li rao t hv 2:,l()-2i [TllI'(;\,.' key p h r a s e s d c no t i n ,' :-cp;lr:ltiun: "~ht:::
( 2 : 1 6), " l-c...P :1 r t r r (1m" ( 2 : El), " Pur gel' r ()m" ( 2 : 2 1 n
1. "SIHI:\" (pe-ril:-;tc::d) - to· t u r n o n e s c l ( n ro uu.l

o C :l \'0 ill Ln g ~O!i,C t h;i ng .
;0 r t h c pur p 0 S ('

:1 • \\'h~t': "proL':t!1'e
disCtl~si()I1~.

~,tTt'I''::I':t.. - (li/\ \\('ol,;.Li '.1
V:1 ill b a b b 1 i 1l~::S" - t1i1~10 l v ;111<1 r r ui t ! t' ., :'

b. :-:11:;':'

-Uthi':, w i I l in c r c n s c u n t.o mo r c un g ud l inc s s "
- " t h l' i I' \__o rd I: ill c :! L :I s d () t h ,I C ;1n k c r l ~:,1 11~~r l' n (' ) "

c . \':11,? "!I\'IIlCn:I','I!:; .1, I lh i ll.'tll~" -
n.une 1l:IHll'::. o r t o ":,1;11'1- thl':!\."

1':llIl 1;:iSII'I'

I
i

a lr u id t .

(



d. \',:h;lt did they t c n c h ? "~:lyin~~ rhv ro s n r r o ,: i o n 1:-; :11 I"L':ld::
pa~t."
-~;()t!.Cl', tile is.';IIL' :l:,:~ln i s \)\)\.:'i·I~I>:E.

-T'l ii» Ldsc "t c a c h in. ,"'L'l1tl'I'~~:: a r o un d t~~L'illCOrrcc:: t iuc
t i urc se t t i ng o t t hc "rL'::~lIl·!·L·\.:T.i(l;:" o :: !~::i't\lrc.

e. Present. r e s u Lt of t h c i r [.11:.;'_' t c u c hi u: : "\,\',:'rtlll'o\',' till.'
la i t h o i" some.'1

a, Tht:, :H.:uI of the c hu r c h
,

-"The Lord kriowc t h t h c :a t ha t a r e l l i s " - .lc n o r c s i l.c

SECURITY of the (1111'1'(.:11

-"L.et c vc rv o ne t h.i t n a.ac t h t h-, nJD:'.:' of Ch r i s t depart Cr,>::
i n i qu i t y " - d c no t e s t:'IC SEr.\R.\TH1:\ or the Church

b. [hi's t wo+ Eo l d inscription s o t s io r t h b c. t h po si r irn a l n u.l
practical aspects of the Chu r c h r c vo Lv i n: .11'1)Ulhl i t s
PRESERVATIO:.i and PUIHT",:.

o , "PllRGE himself FRO:-l these" (ekk:lt1l:!i r o) - t o a vu id d c ii l e uc n t
fro~ one 3nd so keep oneself pur~

3. Contrast of t wo ~,:inJs or be l ic v e r s

-"vess.cls of go l d a n d of s iLv o r " l;IO:\iJ!~)

- "v e s s e 1s . . . 0 [ \'; ;.1o cl ~l!1d c 2 r t h " ( !l TS : Icr; C'.: )

b, A vessel unto honor
-Requirements

\';jlO arc these?

1 . Generally: t.he v c s s c l s of \';0(-1, e a rr h , and d i s h o n c r

S PL' C i tic all y :

.~
-Re s u Lt s : (1) "Sanctified" (.2') "vlc c t Io :: the 'rn:t;;tcl"S li;,':-"
( 3 ) " Pre par e t1 un toc~; o r y :~()0d \\'0 r k "

,L Cone Ius io n : Puu l s ot s forth

Q. The false t ca c h e r s - "ll}';:!('n:tC~IS :11:<1 Phi l e t u s "

b. The ia l s e do c t r i n c
p:l~;t "

c. The fli v in c rem c d ::
t.hese"

- "shlln,"

d , Reasons Cor s o p a r a t io n -

-'l'lw
the

p rc vc n t io n o I t hc P!·I"~',r,.:'" \',! i:'() 1',' 'lll:',Cl..ll i n c s .
s p r o n d i n g or fa1..;C' t e a r u in: (2:l:I-[,;)



-The Pu~ of the Church (2:19)
-The Performance of the ind iv idu al believer (2:20,21)

S. The downward path in the progress of error
The compromising believer:

a. recognizes it
b. tolerates it

c. excuses it
d. defends it

e. condones it
f. embraces it

C. I Timothy 6:20,21 (Parallel passage to 2 Timothy 2:16-21)
1. Two commands: "keep" (guard), "avoiding" (turning away from,

avoid meeting or associating with)
')•.. . From ",hnt? "profane & vain babblings," "science falsely so

calledll

.). Result of false teaching: "some ...have erred concerning THE
FAITH"
a. God's answer to doctrinal error - GUARD and AVOID
b. The reason for separation - the PURITY of God~s Word

D. 2 Corinthians 6:14-21
1. Commands: "Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers'

"COME OUT from among them arid BE YE SEPARATE!I
"TOUCH NOT the unclean thing"

').... Reason for separation: You have NO "f eLl ow sh ip '! , "communion,"
"concord," "part," lIagrecment," WTth the lost.

3. Result of separation: fellowship (6:17b-18)
E . :2 J 0 hn 7 - 11 ( In the ear 1y ch urch the r e we rei tin eran t pre a c 11E'r s

wh o would travel from church to church. Among these we re false
teachers.)
1. Their description - "deceiver", "an an t ichrist " (v s . 7)

2. Their doctrine - "confess not that Jesus Christ is come in
the flesh" (v s . 7, 9)

3. Divine remedy - "receive him not into your housle!!, "neither
bid him Cod spe e d" (vs. 10) I

4. Reason for sepn r at icn -
Ia. So not to be a "partaker of his evil deeds!' (V5. III



•
b . So t= 0 " 10 S e not tho set h ing 5 \.••h .i ch w <.: hav c w r ou g h t, hut

that IvC receive a full reward" (v s . 8)

c. Compare 2 John 7-11 with 3· John 5-8.
(Notice, the isslle is again DOCTRINE and the solution is again SEPARATION

f. Titus 3:10

1. His d i scr ip t ion - "he ri t ic k"
2. GoJ!s remedy - "r ej ec t "

-Not ice, God isag a in g rac 1. 0 usa n d a 11 0 I.••S th'0 0 P p 0 rtun itic s
for falso teachers to correct their error.

G. Ephesians 5:11 (This passage is Jealing with believers walkin~
as "children of light")
1. Separation - "Have no f c Ll ow sh i.p w i t h the unfruitful wo rk s of

darkness"
2. Rebuttal - "reprove them"

-"reprove" (eleqcho) - to rebuke so as to bring out conviction
or confession of guilt

- s epar at ion is not 0 n 1 y top rot e c t the 5 av Ccl fro mer r 0 1", but
to correct the erring.

III. Conclusion
A .. God has a solution to tke treatment of doctrinal error.

1S SEP,\RAT IO~.
The re:nedy

and "avoid" (Rom. 16:17) 7. "Come o ut f rom among r h er."
(2 Cor. 6:17)

l.

2 •

3.
4.
5 .

"Shun" (2 Timothy 2:16)

"Depart from" (2 Timothy 2:19)

"Purc;e from" (2 Timothy 2:21)
"Keep (guo.rJ) and "avoiding"
(I Timothy 6:20)

8. "Be ye separate" C: (or.I1:1-

9. "Touch not" (2 Cor. G:17)

1 O. " l'~ece i v e him not", "ne i,the r
b id Godspeed" (2 .John 1f'))

C " ""1'1) 11. "Reject" (Tlt. :1:10)(2 01. J.' .

12. "Have no fellowship.",
"reprove" (Lp h . 5:11)

6 .: "Be not unequally yoked"

B. The reasons [or ecclesiastical separation arc:
1. Thc protect ion of the uni ty of the church (Romans 10: 17)
2. The protection of the innocent of the church (Romans 16:1~)
3. The prevention of the progress or ungoJlincss anJ fulse

t e a c h in g (2 Tim. 2:H)-18)
4. The purity o f the church (2 Tim. 2:1~))
5. The p c r Fo rmn ncc of" the individual b c l i cvc r (2 Ti mo t h v 2:2()-2l)
6. The pu r i ty of Gael's \\'or<.l (1 Timothy 6:21)
7. 'I'h c rc is no basis Cor f c llows h ip v. i rh the lost 02 Cor. (1:1·1-1-
R. So not to he a purt~lkcr,raJ'tici.r:lllt, OJ' SlIp[l1 rr'c r of' .i lsc

teaching (~ .John 11)
9. So as not to lose :1 Cull rcwa rd (2 .Io hn 1:)


