This-morning-we -are-going “to -be:looking at- the subject-of-wuffering-in=the
believer-s~tife;~ T -purpose that6od has designed for that suffering, and
-His intended objective in suffering. In I Peter, chapter four, we have Peter's
words in conjunction with suffering-- the fact that suffering should be as
normal to the believer today as it was when Jesus was here, hzt by virtue of
the fact that the believer is to be a testimonial and a representatlon of
sarething totally different from that which he was, the world, of course,
umecuately takes offense at his life and purpose as the result of having
beer frcm above. So, throughout the Word of God you will notice that suf-
retmg 1s normal and natural for the believer. In fact, if the believer is
not opposed, if the believer is not suffering, he is missing the will of
ed, and the grace of God, and the privileges that God has given to him to
suffer. Chapter four of First Peter:

So much for the reading of Cod's Holy Word, let us bow cur heads in prayer:

Our reavenly Father, we agair. thank you this morning ror your pracious
word. It's the only thing that we have that we can turn to to find out
how you look at tnings, and to find out what your mind is in any given
matter. We pray that as we lock 1into vour word from day to day, that
we mignt be willing as cheoldren to take you at your word,' and to indeed
camit our souls unto thee, knowing that you can keep us and protect us,
and indeed fulfill your perfect will in, and through us 1in glorifying
your Sor, whicn 1s your onily objective with us, and which, in turm,
shoula b= our orly objective for ourselives--to glorify Jesus Christ.

We would pray that as we've care here this morning, that your Spirit
would use the Word to encourage our hearts. May we Le strengthened
and bullt up irn the inner man as the result of wrat we hear. iMay we
look at things differently, and then operate in a different way. and
fuifill the purpcose fur which you have designed us. We pray that
wherever thy word 1s being proclaimed today in truth by vour servants
that the Holy Spirit of God would use 1t to build up the Churcn, the
pody of Christ, and that cach of us who name the name of Christ mught,
in turn, Father, bte used of Thee in an ever increasing way to fulfill
your perfect will. And we ask to dear Father that you might direct
with thcse who are sick this moming, those that are ar work this morning.
those that might be discouragec this morning, we pray for them, that
your Spirit,Father, could ueal with each of us, arnd that 1n turm we
might have a decire to sumnlt to.you, and to again allow you to fulfill
perfect will. Acow direct this morning, throughout the aay, as well as
this evening. Mey everything that's said and done i this place oring
glory to Jesus Christ, for it's in His Name we pray, Aren.

"var, that 1s porn of warman is of few days and full of trouple." "Man is born
1nto trouble as the sparks fly upward." As one would visualize a piece of
steel put against a grinding stone., and watching the sparks fly, he wculd have
an 1llustration of his very own life. Suffering is part of our daily ex-
perience. We recognize the fact that suffering, sorrow, yea, even dgeath
fell upon the human race tecause of sin, and.—ef—ecurse, as we live fram
day to day, this curse finds 1ts fulfillment through each individual, Qo
Ehough a reliever has heen redecred fram the penalty of sin, or hell) ard
fram the ower of sin, he lives in an unredeemed body . and Tistill su;:;_]er't
to suffering in the midst of an unredeeared creauon,;huz, we see suffering
all around us with an unredeared old sin nature ~hich is as antagonistic
toward the things of God as it was before we had been regenerated or born

agaln.
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Thus, the believer suffers physically as does everyone else. But along
with that physical suffering, there 1s .an added dimension of suffering
in conjunction with the fact thet hd hd¥ bedf ‘called to suffer far Jesus
Christ. This brings him into a sphere of suffering that the unbeliever
knows nothing about, and yet, through it all, the Lord has a specific
purpogse in all the sufferings that we are involved in. Now to begin—with,
Ild3tke—to—have you-epen—yOUr BT MMMM'W

Ww 3 ' ‘

mé}m reason why we become discouraged and melancholy and want to
throw in the sponge and want to quit is because we fail to see what God's
ocbjectives arerthuss \té are not looking at things the way Gcd is looking
~at things. We are not expecting God to fuifill the purposes and objectives
which He says | Be will through all things that came our way. So, when He
says to‘pray evermore, rejoice without ceasing, for this is the will of

/ God in Christ Jesus “concerning you,” we are reluctant to accept that as the

truth. @ But, in Epesians 2, we have in verses 8-10 (very{famitior—verses,
whieh—Topemost—cf—you—eap—epote) a principle: ‘‘For by grace are ve (xou-are)
saved, through faith, (perfect terse--they had heen saved; thus, they are
saved), that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God, not of works, lest

any man shauld boast.” Thus we have a simple declaration given by the Apostle
Paul in conjunction with how these Ephesian saints had gotten saved or had
been "quickened" (verse 1 of chapter 2+-"You hath he quickened, who were

dead in trespasses and sins." Verse 10 goes on to Sy "For we are(now -fpresent

~ tense) His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus...' ‘For if any man be in

Christ, he is a brand new creation."(II Corinthians 5:17) This creation

was as the result of God's workmanship in us. He is the only Creator; thus,
the believer is a miracle, and sarething that is actually superratural by
virtue of the fact that God created within that heliever sarething brand
new, and gave that believer a brand new positicn in Christ Jesus. t's the
purpose of it all? What's God's objective behind it all?-.Well,''We're
created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God bath before crdained

that we should walk in them." MNew, We have here the doctrine of eternal
decrees and the fact that God is the divine, eternal planner of the ages.

We arp-ehessn-ip-Him —es were chosen in Him before the world even was.
(Ephesians 1:3,4) God knew before you were born that you would be barn.

He knew befare you were born again, that you would ke born again: thus, in
His divine wisdam, He designed a plan in eternity past that included you.
God's cbjective for the believer is that he might be willing to allow the
Spirit of God to fulfill that purpose and plan for which he has been re-
deemed or saved.ff When that plan is finding fulfillment or frolition through-
out the believer's life,'_he then is producing the 'good works which God

hath before ordained.'(j Which means, that if anyone does, or produces good
works apart fram those lworks fitting into the plan of God as the result of
having been reclaimed and redeemed by God, those works are not classified by
God as good works. In fact, they're classified (Isaiah 64:6) as filthy rags.
Thus, the necessity of being borm again before ane can do anything that's
acceptable to God. So, ocur first approach to the unsaved is not to rehabilitate,
remodel, rejuvenate s readjust your behavior pattern—-the first message that
the believer has,is to seek to get this person to be reconcnled to God by
Jesus Christ. ‘What is your relationship with Jesus Christ?, Rot® what is your
relationship with the commnity or social projects that may be taking place, or
anything else. In fact, it doesn't even hinge on your relationship with your
husband or wife: because,until a person is born again, he cannot fulfill the
admnitions given in the Word of God as we have it Ephesians 5:25, "Husbands,
love your wives as Christ loved the church." And if this is the anly love
that God recognizes to make a marriage work, tﬂ cannot produce that until be
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understands, and has personally experienced that divine love which has

ought him into the true Church of Jesus Christ (he's been borm again) .
This objective that God has for the believer is in contrast to the life
_and abjectives he had before he was saved. /We have in the first three
“Rrses of this Darticilar chaptet same Statements made concerning our former
behaviour pattern. And— T mentior s ”oecause*?ct“fn‘ﬁ’é“ into I Peter 2, verse
4 where Peter mentions,as we just read, that before you were saved, you
“lilved a very riotous life, lasciviousness, lusts, excess of wine, revellings,
and such the like, and because you do not run in the same excess of riot
as the unsaved; thus, they have no recourse but to speak evil of you to justify
their own life style by virtue of the fact that your life style has now been
radically changed, and your whole behavior, cbjective in breathing and living
down here is totally different than what it was before. This exposes the
unbeliever, and because the believer is referred to as a "living epistle,
known and read of all men' if the unsaved individual has no use or time for
the Word of God, and if the believer is the reproduction of that book, the
Bible, then, consequently and logically, the unbeliever has no use for you
because you're duplicating the book which he naturally hates. So, if you're
here this morning, the Bible is a book that you don't gravitate towards.
Logically speaking, then, if you're here this morming , and you're not
saved, you don't logically gravitate towards believers, and as the Bible
irritates you, believers irritate you. That's exactly the way it ought to be.
In other words, the believer is no longer in the world to pacify or please
the unsaved. 1In fact, he's been placed here to deliberately irritate the
unsaved. We have that in Matthew 10 which we may look at later. Now, let's
look at the first three verses of Ephesians 2 as long as it's handy. "You
hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins.'' Before we were
regenerated, before we were saved (verses 8&9), which was based upon grace
or the grace of God, received by faith, we were dead 1n trespasses and sins.
"Wherein, in time past," verse 2, (when you were dead), "you walked according
to the course(Or menu, or lifestyle) of this world." Thus, you were accepted
as one of them. You operated “according to the prince of the power of the air"
which is his majesty, the devil, "the spirit of sin that worketh in the children
of disobedience." Those who are not yet saved are referred to as "children of
disobedience'"-- they have not obeyed the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Verse 3--"Among wham also, we all had our conversation (or manner of life)
in time past, in (as Peter put it, and now Paul puts it) in the lust of the
flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature
(naturally) the children of wrath, even as others." Now, this is the way the
unsaved live. This is the way we used to live, but as the result of having
became God's workmanshnip in Christ Jesus, we now have been launched in a dif-
ferent direction, and God's objectives are different for us. Let's tum to
Ramans 8, if you would please. What is God seeking to do with us in that, now,
as new. creations, we are no longer of the world, though we are still in the
world? What is God's obJectlve with us as the result of making us citizens of
heaven, and now telling us we're strangers, and foreigners and pilgrims passing
through a world that is hostile towards us, as it was towards Christ? Why
doesn't He take us hare to be with Him immediately? Why does He leave us here?
He wants to accamplish samething with us while we're still here. Not only does
He want to use us to lead others to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ, He
seeks to perfect us, and to conform us into His image, yea, even into the image
of the Lord Jesus Christ. This is His great objective for you and for me.

TSc we have,in verses 29 and 29 of Ramans 8, God's objective. And verse 28

makes sense when put with verse 29 because then we catch the objective that
God has through all the things that came our way. Verse 28— "And we know
that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them that
are called according to His purpose." Now, to be called according to His
purpose means to be fitted into God's plan. That's his purpose. He seeks
to fulfill His plan through us. Thus, every true born-again child of God

is in the family of God, and, thus, is in the sphere of God's love. So this
pramise is applicable even is the believer is not enjoyirg the love of God.
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Be's in the sphere of Gad's love. And, even though he's "kickirgy against
the pricks" as it were, even though he's objecting to this experience, God

" says"All things are working together for good". He may not be looking at

it as God locks at it, but it's true anyway. Thus, when Paul says in Phil-
ippians 4, "I have learned that in whatever state I'm in, therewith to be
contented"”, believers oftimes may not be contented, but all things are working
together for good whether they're contented-or-net-becauseGod-said so.

be wear and tear that's alleviated if we would look at things the
way that God looks at them, and ‘accept God's objectives and purposes through

./ tFEse things in accarplishing with us those things that He desires to

dccarplish with us.” So verse 29 says, "For whom He did foreknow, (the foreknowled
of God), He did predestinate (You've heard of destination, destiny, dawn of
destiny, predestiny, predestination. And I might say on the anset that the

term 'predestinaticn' is only applicable and anly applies to a child of God.

You never take the ward 'predestination'and apply it to an unsaved individual.
The term is never used in conjunction with God predetermining the salvation
(first tense) of anyone. So the Apostle Paul is not using this word in reference
to God predetermining the point in time when a person becames a child of God.
That's not what he's talking about at all. Notice what he says: "For wham

Be did foreknow, Be did predestinate to be conformed to the image of His San."
Oh, he's talking to those who are in the sphere of (verse 28)of God's love.

He's talking to those who are in the center of God's purpose or plan. Thus,

God has determined with his own chilldren that He's going to make them just like
Jesus Christ. Now He knows, by virtue of His amiscience and power, exactly
what you're gaing to ke like at the end of the assembly line, so He says in -
verse 30—"Moreover, whom he did predestinate, them he also called, and wham

he called them he also justified, and wham he justified, them he also (past %erise

. glorified. Thus, in the mind of Cod, you are a finished product at the end
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of the assembly line, in God's plan. Using a painter ar one who may do sculpture
work as an illustration: Sare people have the ability to be able to loock, let's
say at run-down house, or building, or peice of furniture, and inmediately
visualize what that would loock like 1if they were able to remcdel it, rebuild it,

_refurnish it, or whatever. Not everybody can do that. Oft times when people
" they just say "Ah, that's it," and they see no potential. A sculpture can look

at a piece of marble, a piece of stone, a piece of rock and what you and I would
normally see, he would not see— he would see a figure in that, and would ke able
to take a hammer and a wedge, and then a chisel, and then, I suppose, whatever
other tools he might take, until he's down to a file, a sanding carmpound, a rubbi:
carpound, as he would finish off a beautiful piece of sculpture work which he

saw in his mind before it was ever finished. When he embarked upcn that particul
project, he saw it as already done. Those who watched him, in the meantime,

kind of wondered, '"Will anything ever came out of this?" But he knew what the
finished product would be. The same could be true of a painting painted by a
painter. In the midst of all, you couln't imagine what that's going to be like,
but he saw the whole thing carpleted. I'm sure that as we lock at eachother, or

" even at ourselves, we wonder if God knows what He's doing, or if Be'll ever get

the job dane, aor if the product will ever becare what He desires it to became,
but we can be thankful for this— that we're in the hands of cne who is a perfect
sculptor. He knows what the finished product will be, and He will make us, and
conform us, into the image of Christ if He has to kill us to do it. He'll get
the job done. That can encourage a pastor as he prays for the people and has

a mental review of the saints and wonders if anything will ever be accamplished
far the Lard's sake by the saints in the church. But, technically, though

I should be concerned about the sheep, and though I should seek to provide for
the sheep that which would help them to became what God wants them to becare,

I do not have the ahility to jump inside and turn all systems on "Go". Each
believer has free vqlition.
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And, as the unbeliever must make a volition decision to accept Clhrist as
Saviour, so the believer must make from his own volition a decisin to serve
“Jesus Christ or not. But, God's plan, God's purposes are not thrawrted even

when the believer fails. We suffer loss, but God, in His foreknowledge,

" understands that failure, and has already taken into consideration and,

cansequently, His plan goes right on. He also knows when you will confess

your sins, get right with Him, and desire to allow the Spirit of God to

again control you, and to use you for His own purpose and plan. THAT'S
included in the plan. This is the reason why when you use I Jom 1:9 in con-
fessing your sin, and thus, removing the obstacles which were overriding

God's purpose and plan for you, you are inmediately reinstated into a relation-
ship ar fellowship with God which allows the Spirit of God to again fulfill

His perfect will in and through you, and the plan continues to fulfill His will.
As we think of suffering, let's turn to Hebrews 5. We'll be jumping around this
rorning so I hope that you don't mind the added work. Now, the Lord Jesus,

ﬁen Be came to earth, had a specific task to fulfill. GCod always has a plan,
always has a purpose behind evefything. God is no fool. He is the perfect
planner. He is the one who can execute the plan perfectly. He is the ane who
wrote the Word of God, and tells us through the Word of God where it's all going
to end up. All lines or trains end up at Grand Central Station--that's the book
of Revelation. So, we can read the book of Revelation, and we can say, ''My, how
wise is God!l...to be able to predict in His plan that all thesé things will
‘happen and yet use every bit of it to fulfill His perfect will. Amazing! Abso-
lutely amazingi" That's means when the unsaved person stands and cusses God out,
God will use the wrath of man to bring praise and glory to His name. How can
God do that? Well, the Bible says He will, and He does. Thus, when the Lord
Jesus Christ was here ypon the earth, He came for a specific purpose and that
was to provide redemption for fallen man, and as He moved towards the Cross and
the final purpose for which He came in His humanity, there were many things Be

had to learn -in coming to the point where, when He would be placed or confronted
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with the Cross and your sins and mine, He would not flinch back, but would
_move right on with the perfect plan that He was to fulfill in caming. How
was He taught this obedience? Verse 7 of Bebrews 5-—"Who in the days of
Christ's flesh, when he had offered up prayer and supplication with strong
crying and tears unto Him that was able to save him fram death, and was
‘heard in that he feared. And though he were a son, yet, learned he obedience
by the things which he suffered." I repeat—"He had the obedience by the
‘things which he suffered." What's the purpose of suffering? We know that
the purpose of suffering in conjunction with the humanity of the Lord Jesus
Christ, not His diety, but his humanity, was to learn cbedience. The same
principle is true with you and me as we'll notice in II Corinthians 12. Paul
. speaks of a "thorn in the flesh given unto him lest he should be'exalted

above measure; thus, pride, being the sin that ever stalks the child of God.

Paul says, "I will glory in my infirmities", because the purpose of this

G

suffering is to humble me and make me dependent upon Him so thatiI might obey
His wishes, and not mine. God uses suffering for the purpose of teaching us
= obedience. The Lord Jesus was taught that very way. As we think of that suffer-
ing, let's go back to John 15,and we will look at suffering which is proamised--—
It was pranised by the Lord Jesus, and by virtue of the fact that you're saved.
i The Lord Jesus did not have back problems; He didn't have heart trouble; He didn't
.\\‘ have the gout; He was the perfect, spotless Lamb of God. We were born as
:descendants of Adam, and as the result of that, every human being is born with
inkbuilt blowouts. Though you may have a hernia when you're 40, I think a doctor
f\ -Would say that you were born with the weakness. It merely surfaced at this time in
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v )_‘,, your life under stress and strain. But this weakness was inborn; you were
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prepared to blow out right there. But that which the Lord Jesus is speaking of

{

\ here has nothing to do with the gout or a hernia. HBe's talking about a different

N dimension of suffering here, so Be says in verse 18, in this great upper roam

~-

discourse, speaking only and exclusively to His own, and in regards to fruitfulnes




or production, which He says in verse 16 "You have not chosen me, but I have
chosen you, and ordained (or appointed) you that you go and bring forth fruit

:and that your fruit should remain, and that whatsoever you ask the Féther in

my name, He may give it you. These things I camand you, that ycu love one
another." Now-%if the world hates you, you know that it hated me before it hated

- you. If you love the world, the world will love it's own. But, because you

are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore, the
world hates you." Why does the world hate you as a believer? Well, we have

an answer here--Because it hated Thrist. That's why it hates you. Is that
normal? That's normal. 1Is that scriptural? That's scriptural. If the world
hated Jesus Christ, then, according to Colossians 1:24, Paul says you are a
corztinue{tlm, or you carry an the sufferings trat Christ had when He was bere.
Thus, as God had a pupose for His San, Jesus (hrist, He has a purpose and object-
1ve for you, and though Jesus Christ provided redenption and recorciliation for
man, God now sewks to use redecned ones to present the message so tiat otlhers
:::an pe redeerexd arw reconciled te God through Jesus Christ. However, as the
result of being born acain, God's objectives for you, and yeur objectives for
yourself (if consistent with God's Word) 1s different than the unsaveds objectiwve
or the opjectives of the unsaved world. Their cbjectives center around them-
selves, and cn the broad road to hell, their occupied with details of life.

Their evaluattion of success is tdtally different than what the Bible says is
success. Thelr objective 1s to avoid anything that would disrupt their schedule.
hinder their personial plans, upset their apple cart. They would say, in effect,
"It's too cold w here. I'm goirg to Florida to get out of this frigid weather.”
Now, I'm not against going to Florida, but I'm against an attitude that may
prampt that decision. If God has a job for you when it's 40 degrees below zero,
a true vacation is resting in the perfect plan and purpose and will of God.
That's a vacation! If you're in Florida, and God wants to use you up here,
you'll be miserable dewn there..... the old Jonah trick--who decided .to take a

vacation at the other end of the leditteranean Sea. He hac everything but a
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vacation. Why? Because it was out of the will of God. He decided that he

-

could take care of himself better than God could take care of him. If you're
e e

“in the will of God, better to be where it's forty below than eighty above out

.—.————-—-"‘—\ STIRTTOpu.
of the will of God. But, the unsaved can only run their life tha1' way. They

e e e

seek to avoid all things that are uncamfortable, or unpleasant. That's all
they know, so they swap jobs if it's unpleasant. They swap wives if it's
unpleasant. They'll swap anything they've got if they think it'll cater to
their flesh and fulfill their own persanal plans and objectives. As we think
of the business world, success is invariably evaluated by the amount of
business, of course, the product, and of course, the number of sales. As

the business grows and developed, and as revenue cames in, the world says,
in effect, "This is a successful businessman." How do you evaluate your life?

Do you know the Pharisees, in fact, the three friends of Job approached him
the same way. There was a principle in the Old Testament that indicated the '

fact that, as a believer, and as Tsrael as whole, obeyed God, they would be

blessed materially. But you'll notice what Jesus said here-- that's not true.

It's just the reverse today--just the reverse. The Pharisees, of course,

following that principle through, felt that in the measure that they could
manifest openly material wealth, they would be declaring openly the very blessing
of God. Job was blessed materially, but I want you to know that when Job was
brought into suffering, and Re lost all his wealth, when he lost all of his famil

except his wife (the one he should of lost, in this case), when he lost his own

. physical health and had skin cancer and couldn't move, God was accamplishing a

'(

purpose through him and was revealing Himself to Job in a way that He never
would of understood though he offered faithfully sacrifices upcn an alter for
his family, and his wayward children. He had his devotions. God wanted to make
Himself known to Job in a way that he couldn't have understood God just by

having devotions. That took suffering.

Side 2
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Side 2

«...under Job to show Job that God was faithful even when everything was
hopeless and “helpless. Thus, we as believers, duplicate what the unbelievers
do—we build props, and we lean on those props, and we count on those props

that we think we must lean an. God says. "You do not need any props. All you
need is me, "and so God begins to pull out those props in an effort to develop
this believer in causing this child of His to depend more fully and whole-
heartedly upon God's ability to take care of him. "God dan't do that....

don't do that, God..... I don't know what I'll do....that's my last prop."

That's the normal reaction of the believer when God begins to pull out the

props and seeks to show him, the believer, thit He indeed is adequate. Well,
verse 19--"If you were of the world, the world would love his own. and

because you are not of the world, and I have chosen you cut of the world,
therefore, the world hates you. You see, the unsaved individual that you work
with knows nothing of God. They know nothing of the Word of God. They're
living for themselves. It's doggy-dog, do it him before he does it to you.

They practice "the end justifies the means" at every carner of the mad and
success 1s predicated upon accamplishing their objectives no matter how they

get it. Thus, principles are forfeited on every straightaway. And you get
saved! And you begin to apply the Word of God's principles to your life,
recognizing the fact that success is not obtaining samething. Success is just
being what God wants you to be, not having what you want to get. That's
revolutionary to the unsaved. Now all of a sudden you're merely occupied with
being samething, not getting or having samething. They can't understand that.
So, 1f they need welding rods, screws, bolts, tires, cats, generators, they
steal them. It doesn't make any difference to them—-take it! They don't monkey
around with rubber bands off the boss' desk. If you're going to take same-
thing, you might as well take sarething worthwhile. They're not concerned about
ethics, morals, principles. Success is having, getting, any way you can get it—-

get tt! And if you got it, you're a success. Now bring all of the fellas over
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and say, "Lock what I got." Three generators in the garage. What are you going
to do with them. 'Well, I don't know but I got 'em, and I wanted scmecne else
to enjoy 'em withme 'cuz I got tired of just loocking at them myself." For you
“see, everything you get, you must get for others to became jealous over, to covet--
that's why you get it. That's why the family gets a new car and pretty soon your
other half brother of whole brother gets a car—Why, he doesn't wzm;: you to get
ane over on him. He's gonna' get one too. There's more carpetition within your
own flesh and skin, and with your own relation than any place else. Now, I'm

‘not kidding. You see, the more you know pecple that are unsaved, and the anes

in your own family are the closest, the greater the campetition. You don't campet:
with samebody you don't know. You don't normally drive in Chicago or Minneapolis
where there are many Cadillacs, and Lincoln Continentals, and (I'll deteriorate
sare mare) Chrysler New Yorkers. When a persan buys an autamwobile, he ‘doesn't
ride downtown just to find sareane else with a Cadillac, and then park beside

him so he knows, "I've got ane too." No, the great thrill cames when you drive
up to your friend's hare, your relations, your neighbors, people who know you--
that's where you park her out in front. That's where the campetition is.

The cariyetitim isn't in New Yark. You don't buy a new Cadillac because sareone
in New York has one:; you buy cne for the neighbor to see. That's the way they
live, and the way they ocperate. And, so, as the result of you getting saved,

God now has another objective for you, and by you willing to run the race accord-
ing to the rules in fulfilling God's purpose, you became an irritant to the
unsaved. This disturbs them enotionaliy. "What's the matter. Are you sane
goody two-shoes, same Holier-than-Thou? How came you can't drink with us anymore:
Huh? Can't you get drunk anymore? Huh?"  "No, I'd just rather not, but you can.
Go ahead. I don't care. Fine. Go ahead, stay out all night. Stay out six
months. It doesn't matter to me." "Oh, you won't came with us though, huh?
Where ya' going--that there Beacon Bible Church?" 2nd thus, consequently, they
vent their emotions by speaking evil of you, by discrediting you, by blaspheming
you, by tearing you apart. That's all they've got. You can succurb to that kind

of criticism. You can say in effect,"I will not live like God wants me to live.
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I refuse tolpay the price that God wants me to pay. I refuse to becane what

God wants me to became. I refuse to allow him to put me on the block as He

as the sculptor begins to mold and make me, and break me, and to chip away

SO He can smooth me off with 00 sand paper and really maxke something out of

me. No, I don't want that. The price is too great. I won't! I want to be
accepted with the unsaved, ungodly, self-centered, lustful worid, and I will
evaluate success as they evaluate success—having, and get what you can get

while the gettin's good.” When a believer's out—of—fe‘llwship, he operates
exactly like an unbeliever, uscs the same yardstick, and evaluates life exactly
the same way. "Get! Get! Greed!" In fact, when the believer zets back in the
swing of things, he doesn‘t have the scrugples that an unsaved person has.

They will indulge in the lust of the flesh and oft times make the unbeliever

lock sick. They'll pass them up on the next straightaway. Verse ?20—'"Remem-—

ber that I said unto you, 'The servant is not greater than hus lord', If they
persecuted me, then they wil also persecute you. If they have kept my sayings,
they'll keep yours also." You tell z person about Jesus Christ and they laugh

in your face, they'd of laughe : at dim. If they persecute you, they would have -
persecuted Him. 5o who do you think you are to go scot-free? Why should they
persecute your lover and you not ke persecuted? Why do you want to be unidentifie
with Jesus Christ, and unidentified with the sufferings that you have been
camanded and camiissioned to becare involved with? Lét‘s turn, if you would
please, to Philippians I. I'll tell you what--we'll save for tonight physical sui
fering. Let's turn to I Corinthians first, before we go to Philippians. I.

was going to use, in regards to physical suffering, three illustrations which are
sarewhat lengthy, which we really haven't gotten into except Job in a measure,

so we'll save that for tonight, and we'll just spend sare more tirrje on the suffer-
ings that are i:volved in serving‘ the Lord Jesus Christ, so, you can came tonight
for the rest of the message. ‘V}gée are we here?—I Corinthians... Now, the

Apostle Paul knew what it meant tco suffer. In fact, while we're thinking of that



and as we think of suffering and Paul's rebuke, keep your finger here and

let's go back to Acts 26, I believe. If I remember correctly, Paul's own
testimonial includes the fact God told him right off the bat when he was

saved on the road to Damascus, that he was saved for the purpose of suffering.
That principle is true with each believer. Well, let's see if I can find

it here. 1In verse 13 of chapter 26, he said, "At midday, oh king, I saw a

light fram heaven above the brightness of the sun, shining round about me and
them that journeyed with me. And when we were all fallen to tle earth, I

heard a voice speak unto me, saying in the Hebrew tongue, 'Saul, Saul, why
persecutest thou Mz, it is hard for thee to prick against the pricks.' 2And

I =aid, 'Who art thou Lord?' And he said,'I am Jesus, whan thou persecutest,

but rise and stand upcn thy feet for I have appeared unto thee for this purpose---
to make thee a minister, and to be a witness both of these things which thou
hast -seer;, and those things which I will appear unto thee." That"s why he got
the thorm in the flesh--because he'd learned too much. In that the tendency

is to let 1t go to your head, the Lord had to keep him humble. But notice,

that he was given a ministry, and that ministry involved being a witness.
'Delivering thee fram the people, and fram the Gentiles wham now I send thee.'
God pramised deliverance because he was going to be in trouble. 'To open their
eyes, and to turn them fram darkness to light; from the power of Satan unto God,
that t}‘iey may recelve forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among them that are
sanctified by faith that is in me.'Whereof, O King 2grippa, I was not disobediert
unto the heavenly vision."I thought for sure that right here was the place where
he was going to remention the fact that he was saved to suffer, but I goofed,

so I'll go back. Paul was saved in Acts 9, so let's go back there and see if I
can pick it up. This is what I want. I thought he restated in Acts 26. Now,
when he was saved or converted on the road to Damascus, he went on in to Damascus
and then, he was to be met. Verse 10--There was a certain disciple at Damascus,
nared Ananias, and to him said the Lord in a vision, 'Znanias.' And he said, "Behx

I am here Lord." And the Lord said unto him,"Arise, and go into the street whicl



pecpletl'atseellghtsatt}efootofthebedjusthadtoomchtodrmkoreat

,/ a few hours before tl'ere was a short in thelr electrlcal system but that s not
/ Jesus Chnst ) Verse 13--"2And then, Anamas answered Lcrd I have heard by n'any
of this man I'ow xmch evil he hath done to the saints at Jerusalem, and here he hatl

\ authority fram the chlef prlest to b:.nd all that call upon thy name." BHe's

)\9; here to corral all the Christians and slap them in the "klink" if not kill them.
: v . . g
] Q * "But the Lord said unto him, 'Go thy way, for he is a chosen vessel unto me.'"
N H . 2
D\G / Now that's true of you and me. We're chosen vessels unto Him. He's the potter:

/

we're the vessel. We are all chosen in Him, 'which'we just read in Ramans 8:29, 30.
'...unto me to bear my name before the Gentiles, and k_mgs and the children of
Israel.'" 2nd that was the order I might say. "'And I will show him how great
things he must suffer for my name's sake.'" Did you know that when you got saved?
That you got saved and ere given the privilege to suffer for Jesus Christ? Did
you]mowthat? Godlsgmngtorewardyouinthemeasurethatyouareputoutfor
Him. "If we suffer with him, we'll reign with h:Lm, Paul tells Timothy in II Tixro

2:12. And in 3 12, he says, "All tl'an ’chat live godly in Christ Jesus mll suffer

persecut.lcn _Thus, to allow the Splnt of chd to ccntrol us, means we're asking

for it in a hostile ‘world, and we're gomg to have the pr1vilege of suffering for
Him. Well, nobody told you that when you got saved They probably told you,

as many do, "God will pay all your bills." 2And they take the Old 'Destatent



" You want to follow 'n’"e’é"“ Mot het ene says," "Well, let me go flrst_ and bury my dea

father." He said, "Let the dead bury the dead. You care and follow me. You don
have to go to a funeral. Too late now, let it go." "well, that's myo«n father.
"Fbrgét it! What's more important--Me or your dead father?" Now, ‘the point wasn
that nobody can go to a funeral. The point was-if Jesus Christ said, “"Follow me,"
T don't care whose funeral 1t is, you follow Him if it leads you in a direction
contrary to that. I doubt if that will ever happen, but that's the principle.
That's the principle! Do you get the principle? With you it'll probably never
be a funeral. You probably wouldn't want to.go anyway. With you it'll be same-
thing else like a slick, or a carburetor, or a hot rod, hor a girl, or a boy, or a
house, or a buck, or scmething else, but it's the principel we're after. All
right, now, as we think of this suffering, let's look back to I Corinthians 4.
The Corinthian‘s, because=they-were—earnal, (Chapter 3:1) had J:.n‘their carnality
devised a system of serving the Lord which didn't put them in a positicn where
.they were maligned, spoken ill of, despised, and their skin got along pretty
good. TreyOEVIsca—e-system. ILa=faet, we're living in a day where most believer
because of their tendency to move in this direction (the Church is in worse shape
now than when it began), and in that there is deterioration all around us in denc

: nat.:.cns andA in Bible ch:lrches (fundarental 'evangelical or otherw:.se) , the rcark

of success is to ke able to live the Christian life, and actually preach fram.:th




Bible without rubbing anyone the wrong way. Then you're a good preacher. If a
preacher just tells it like it is, then,"Well, I don't know if I like this. He':
crude. He even named names like Paul did, and he got killed for that. He calle
a Jew a Jew. BHe called the law the law. He said, 'Demas hath forsaken me, havil
loved the...' Oh! Don't say that Paul! Don't say 'Demas'! Say 'There was a
person who, I think, was a person, but I'm not sure he was a pefson. Be could
have been a man, but maybe he was a isisis. And I think he was carnal. I'm not
sure, but I think he was carmal, and I wouldn't want to name any names because
then you'd know he was carnal, and someone would accuse me of naming a name, so
I'm devising a system of preaching whereby no ane is offended, but no one knows
what I'm talking about. No one can define anything because they don't know what
it 1s.'" For example, we have what's called "a system of neo-evangelicalism" wh
incorporates this very principle I'm after right now. This new system of evan-
gelicalism, headed up by Billy Graham...Oop! Shut my mouth....who says, in effec

his objective is not to lead souls to Christ, but to unite all'Christians'in a

; great ecurenical movement. That's blasphemy! That's anti-Bible! In fact, he b

a new book out on the Holy Spirit. I hope you don't waste your money. If you ¢
don't come back here next Sunday. There's other churches in the area that love
him. Go to a Pentecostal church because the Pentecostals used to look at him as
standoffish. fundamentalist. Of couse, we knew for the last 20 years he wasn't t
He turned coattail long ago, but, you see, the average person doesn't catch, or
average sheep in the average congregation where the Gospel is preached, they dor
catch on until 20 years later. That's the reason when 20 years ago I was sayirg
"Look out for Billy Graham, Youth-for-Christ, and all the rest of them,'" there v
people at church who thought, "Oh boy, he shouldn't say that," and now these san
people who left the church because they said I was too strong, now are saying

Billy Graham is wrong. You're 20 years too late! I wouldn't even open up your

mouth now—-the war's over! That's like fighting the Civil War. That's



like a Christian caming up and saying,' Did you know that we ahd a civil war onc
Wrere've you been? You retired? That's like a Christian fighting liberalism or
the National Council of Churches. That's ridiculous! That's like going to a
grave where a person has been dead for a hundred years, digging out the banes,
and stamping on them. "Boy, I'm really beating up the liberals." Well, that
wars been over for 250 years. What are you talking about? Did you realize that
every generation of believers, the devil takes a new approach in his wiles, and
in his devisive attacks and you are not fighting the same battle that Luther
fought, that Calvin fought, that Darby fought, that C.H.M. fought, (that's for
brethren. That's MacIntosh), that Woodfield fought, that Abeliene fought, that
Or. DeHaan fought, and all the other men that you can remember. Todayinobody's
fighting anything. They don't even know where the war's at, so,the best they
can do is dig up some old bones of a arthretic soldier who fought in the Civil
Wwar, and say,'We're against him!" So scmetimes you hear these fundarentalists
whe say, "We're agalnst the National Coun.." Ah, National Council of Churches,BWN
They're no problem. Would to God they would be a problem, we'd know where we st
They're no problem at all. Their whole objective is to prcn;te revolution. Of
course, that's one of the illuminotic blocks that always goes with conspiracy.
The National Council is in and is supported and will go, there's no doubt about
that. The only thing is that Billy Graham now is working with and in perfect
operation with the National Council of Churches, so in the future, that nare
will became more praminent. You know why? Believers will unite with them. And
in the light ofvthe fact that the veliever is the only cne who has anything--the
liberal deoesn't have anything to give, all they want to do is walk around town
collecting money. That's their biggest ministry. They give nothing: they take.
Now think of a liberal Methodist church (we'll just use--Oh! Shut my mouth!)
what'd they ever give you! They just took money fram you. That's all they can
is take money. They don't have anything to give anybody. Nothing. They just

sit there and go to hell. They have nothing to give. So, consequently, the
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liberal rides on the back of truth to accamplish his objectives just as the
devil does. He invented that system because error has nothing to offer. Nothin
They have absolutely nothing. The old nameline denaminations like the congregat
al church, Presbyterian,U.S.A, the Methodist....Shut my mouth! 2m I ever naming
nanes. OCH! CH! (H! I'm sure half of you won't even be here tonight with all th
names I named. You dirty bugger! But, you see, now you know what I'm talking
about, and what Yale, Harvard, Princeton, the Ivy League schools put out mission
aries to preach the Gospel of Christ, now it puts out Cammnists. I shouldn't
say "Cammmnist", that's a dirty word--those who believe the Marxist philosophy,
which all unbelievers believe in. It appeals to the unsaved nimd. That's why
the whole world's becaning Coammmmnistic with a dictator,or socialistic, because
socialism and camunism are identical philosophies. The only differeﬁice is that
Canmmunism is honest enough to use a gun; Socialism is tricky enough to use
legislation, so the big boys say,"We're going to get 'em through legislation.
We'll make 'em socialistic through legislation.” Is it happening? Well, read
your paper once every six months and you will see IT'S HAPPPENING! Why does tha
appeal? Because the natural tendency for the unsaved individual is to think the
way that you can usher in a utopia is through a socialistic system which says, in
effect, "Be like a Christian and share everything, only we're going to make you."
It doesn't stem fram a heart of love, it stems from legislation. That makes it
far more vicious than if_you didn't get 'em, but the average person can't see th
They can't see that! That comes fram the pit of hell-- to legislate principles
of righteousness as though you can legislate love ar equal rights. That's ridic
lous! That ocames straight fram hell! The devil invented it. The devil says to
the world, "We're going to make you like Christians without Christ."” That's exac
what his objective is. You must know the devil's objective and you must know th
Lord's objective for you, but the objective is motivation. But, the unsaved liw
in the light of time,the world in which you live; and consequently, they're tryi

to make heaven down here. God offers you heaven up there! He wants to change Y




citizenship. This is the message we have for the unsaved, but they can't see

that. They can't see that. Consequently, we have what's called "neo-evangeli-

calism " which is a new system of evangelizing whereby you don't actually talk
_\
to the person about Jesus Christ, explain to him what it means to be justified

by grace through faith, apart from sacramental works (which was the problem in

the 16th century, which is still carried over today) because then you would offe
So, we make believe that we're all saved, and we'll have an evangelistic neetmg
with all the churches participating except the synagogue. (So then the rabbi get
mad like he did in &e}i He said, "Every religious organization in the
cocuntry 1is uniting and you left us out. Apparently, your whole otjective is to
evangelize us.” I felt like writing a letter and saying, "No, we didn't join;
they're going to evangelize us too,along with you Jews." Ridiculous! If every-
pody joins because we're all missionaries, who's there left to save? Apparently
Just those who don't join. But, the great obje&im,which I just read here the
other day,of the new lead:er of the National Council of Churches is to unite all
believers in ane body. 1Isn't that ridiculous? You see, we just read where God
creates us anew. He places us into Christ, into the Church which is His Bocy
That's His job, not our job! We can't do what anly God can do. Our job is to
preach the Gospel. He isn't preaching the Gospel; he's uniting all the religion
in the world into are bocdy. Why?--so we can all have sccialism. That's why.
God says, "If you preach the Gospel,l I will unite them to me, and your citizenshi
will be in heaven, and I will give you my Spirit, and I will perform in and
through you that objective, and at the last roundup, all believers will be there
and not one believer will ke missing, and we'll all be one in experience as well
as in position." So this isn't samething the church can do. This is ridiculous
when men seek to do God's work and fail to fulfill the first responsibility,whic
is to give out the Gospel, but who gives out the Gospel? Now really, who gives
out the Gospel? 1 listen to the radio, but I never hear the Gospel. They alway

say, "Send $100, $50, $500, for this Gospel ministry." I've never heard the Gcsp



in 20 years on that program. They never preach the Gospel. What's this about
the Gospel. You ask samelwdy, "What's the Gospel?" "Go to church."

"That's the Gospel?"  "Cet baptized.” "That's the Gospel?" Half these people
don't even know what the Go.i;x1 is. Now, if you want to take a survey of religic
folk, then just put a little tcblet in your pocket, and say, "Will you tell me
what the Gospel is?" and just write "Ho-lum," or "Yawn." That's the most you
can get out of people. They don't know what the Gospel is. Well, the reason
why people aren't preaching the Gespel today, the reason why Christians aren't
preaching the Gospel today, is because they don't want to pay the price. That's
it right there. They're afraid bxcause there's an offence with the Gespel and

no one wants to be caught up in tnat offernce. That's the problem right there.
They're all afraid of what people nijht thir.k:.“r’)f them, and they're moze i.ntereste‘
in what people of them than what tles: peop:e think about Jesus Christ, which

is far more important than what pecy:le thir: of me, but Ciristians can't see that
That's why they're always devising tiew metlads to witness for Carist when they
are no witness at all. Not at all! “hey just cooperate, that's all, and help
the enemy. Well, verse 8 of I Corintiians 4: And he says to these Corinthians
who were very successful. (They equated Christian success with monitary worth.)
Be says, "Now you're full, you're rich, ycu're reigning as a king without us.
'You're acting like the millenium's here and it's not here yet.' I would to God
you did reign, that we might reign with you. 'But you're reigning out of time.
You've got the wrong time on the calendar. We're anly supposed to reign when the
Millenium's here, and you're reigining now!' What's he mean by that? Verse 9--
"For I think that God has set forth us tle apostles last as it were appointed

to death." You mean when you get saved you're appointed to die? Paul says,"I
was." "For we're made a spectacle (theotron, fram which we get our word 'theatr:
cal') unto the world." We're just like we're in a theater before the world.
"...and to angels, and to men." Liow, this is true of ywu and me as well as
Paul. When you got saved, you were put front and center. You see, everything

that the world desires to have--You know, the dreams of the teenagers to be a
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movie star, or a great athlete, or put in the middle of the arena, or"I wish
I could run the dash in this many maments," or "I wish I could catch a pass

in the end zone, and just win by one point, and hear the cheerleaders with

the....” You Got It!!! Once you get saved,you're in the aréna. Once you
get saved, you're on stage. Once you get saved, you have an audience of angels

wat\cl’u’.ng you all the time. You are to perfarm! Get in the movies,BUNK! You

Know, once you get saved and begin to learn the Word of God, you see how Mickey

Mouse the world is --it's absolEel_y_Sr/ag._You got sarething greater than that

silly, snotty junk that they came on with. It's ridiculous! They design these
television shows for a demented individual. You've got to be only half there

to enjoy them. How nuts can you get? Verse 10: Paul says, "We're fools for
Christ." Now, when we think of fools....YOou know, it's better to appear to be w
successful to the werld wto le in feality , you are living for samething that 1is
truly successful, than to appear to be successful to the world while you're livir
fo;' sanething that is totally unsuccessful or lasting. When a believer decides
to adopt the standards of the world, so that they are not considered a2 fool by
them, but are cansidered successful, they're actually living for scrrethmé that'!
never last. It's unsuccessful. To live for something that's truly successful,
1s to appear to e unsuccessful. That's just the way it works. That's why

an unsaved person cannot understand a believer that's living for the Lora. Mayks
they can't understand those who aren't either, I don't know. " Verse 10: 'wWe're
fools for Christ's sake, ut you're wise in Christ. We're weak, but you're stror
You're honorable, (everybody thirks you're rice in town) we're despised in town.
Where do you live? How came you get along so well? How come you're not despisec
Now this is Bible, I didn't invent this. I'm saying that this goes along with
Christianity. I'm saying that, if a persan is living for Jesus Christ, you're
living in a hostile world, and the world doesn't think like you think, and that
bugs them. That irritates them, and they'll vent their emotional irritation

by ripping you apart. The only reason you are not ripped apart is because they
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don't know that you are a Christian. That's the anly reason. In the measure

that you stick your neck out for Jesus Christ, this is guaranteed. This is

-~ Bible. Now I didn't invent it. I didn't write it. If you don't believe it,

then tear it up and put it in your barrel stove when you get hame. I didn't
write the Bible, don't get mad at me. Verse 11: "Even unto this present

hour, we both hunger, thirst, are naked and buffeted, and have no certain dwelli
place, and labor working with our own hands. Being reviled, we bless; being
persecuted, we suffer; being defamed, we intreat.” Can you intreat samedne
while they are defaming you? Can you as an ambassador stand before criticism
and refuse to take it personally, recognizing the fact that you are not involvec
with individuals, but you're fighting against spiritual wickedness in; high,

or heavenly, places, and you'll go right ahead and graciously live a life that
presents the Gospel in the face of one who resents you, who seeks to revile,

or speak against you? It doesn't' make any difference. That doesn't make any
difference. You were in the same place before you got saved. Yow.; did the same
f_}u;ng. You thought the same way. Well, verse 13: '"Being defamed, we intreat.
we are made the filth of the world and are the offscouring of all things even
unto this day." Wwould you like to be looked at that way by the world? Well,
don't do anything for Jesus Christ and you won't. I'm giving you the solution.
You oughta' be glad you came here, I'm giving you what not to do. So as you
leave this place, p‘ut a muzzle on. Don't say a thing about Jesus Christ. Name
tre muzzle, "The Curist Muzzle," and every time you walk ocut of the house, put
the nuzzie on. Say,"I'll talk about anything but Jesus Christ. I'm not.men—
tioning Jesus Christ. Where's my muzzle, honey? I've gotta' put that an.”

And she'll give you a band-aid or same tape or samething, so you won't have to
say anything about Jesus Christ, because as soon as you do, you're going to be
the offscouring of all things, you're going to be the filth of the world, and

you doni't want to be the filth of the world. You want to be an MK man. You

want people to look up at you. Well, our time is gone. Well, we'll pick it
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up here tonight, and we'll look at same more of Paul's suffering and take it in

to physical suffering and what God's objectives are through that suffering.

Let's bow our heads in prayer.




